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SUBSCRIBERS
Please check the address on your label. The Post Office charges us for returned newspapers with incorrect addresses. 
One month will be deducted from your subscription if you move and don’t notify us. Address updates are done on 
Thursday by 5 pm for the following week’s Courier.

The Ida County Courier welcomes the opinions 
of our readers in the form of letters to the editor, 
as long as the submissions are not in bad taste 
and refrain from attacking individuals without 
supporting documentation or a rational and legally 
defensible justification.

In any event, the Ida County Courier reserves the 
sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader 
submission will be published. 

If your letter is selected, it will be run on a single 
occasion and you agree to give us the right to 
publish it in print and digital form.

The Ida County Courier will not accept letters 
that are duplicated, reprinted, copied or otherwise 
reproduced. Letters should be original, typewritten 
or neatly handwritten.

Letters should not exceed 300 words. Letters 
exceeding this length could be subject to editing 
and may not be published in their entirety. 

The Ida County Courier does not, as a general 
rule, print form letters or letters which are also 
submitted to other newspapers. We are most 

interested in sincere, personal views, as opposed 
to canned publicity releases or talking points for an 
individual or a cause. Therefore, if a writer cannot 
assure us that their submission is individual and 
personal, it may be rejected. 

Your letter to the editor must include: your full 
name with signature; your complete address and 
your telephone number. Your address and telephone 
number will not be printed in the newspaper, but 
will be used for verification by newspaper editorial 
staff.

Unsigned letters and letters containing personal 
attacks the newspaper deems to be of a libelous 
nature will not be published.

The Ida County Courier reserves the right to end 
debate on a topic after both sides have had ample 
chance to express their views.

The Ida County Courier reserves the right to edit 
or refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the 
opinion page are the views of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the Ida County 
Courier.

The Ida County Courier welcomes suggestions for news and photo opportunities in our coverage area. To submit a suggestion for 
consideration, contact the editor by calling 712-364-3131 or stopping by our office at least 24 hours in advance. Engagement 
and wedding announcements are printed on our society page, for a nominal fee. Wedding announcements must be submitted 
within six months after the wedding.

The Ida County Courier is published every Wednesday.  
Periodical postage is paid at Ida Grove, Iowa, Post Office.

All subscriptions must be paid in advance.

The Ida County Courier and Ida County Pioneer Record 
are a merged publication effective June 1, 1995 (USPS 121-110)
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The Ida County Courier strives for accurate and complete news reporting but, occasionally, we get it wrong. In cases where an 
error has been made, we will run a correction, clarification, retraction or editor’s note in the next edition. Our goal, in any event, 
is to inform readers of corrections clearly and quickly, citing the incorrect information and updating with the correct information.  

All corrections will be printed on page 2 in the next issue published. The correction will denote the issue, article and incorrect 
information, along with the correction. Digital corrections will also be made, and an editor’s note will be added to the bottom of 
the article in question, noting what was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. 

If the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other online medium controlled by the Ida County Courier, a post will be 
made, linking to the corrected article, noting the correction.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY

CORRECTION, RETRACTION POLICY

NEWS AND PHOTO POLICY

Ads .............................................................. Thursday, 12 p.m.
Submitted News .......................................... Thursday, 12 p.m.
Obits ................................................................ Friday, 12 p.m.
Legals ................................................................ Friday, 2 p.m.

(excludes holidays)

Last week’s trivia questions:
A nickname for Ireland is “The _____________ 

Isle.” Answer: The Emerald Isle.
Other than Ireland (and the United Kingdom), what 

country has the highest percentage of people with 
Irish ancestry? Answer: Australia. (Approximately 
10 percent of the population of Australia is Irish. The 
United States has the largest total number of Irish 
people with over 30 million.)

*****
This week’s trivia questions:
In what 2005 movie does actress Hilary Swank 

play the role of female boxer Maggie Fitzgerald, who 
is helped by trainer Frankie Dunn (played by Clint 
Eastwood)?   

In what 1989 movie does actor Tom Cruise play 
the role of Ron Kovic, a Vietnam War veteran who 
becomes an anti-war activist?

*****
March 20 is Astrology day, World Frog Day, and 

World Storytelling Day; March 21 is World Poetry 
Day, National Teenager Day, and National Flower 
Day; March 22 is World Water Day, and Daffodil Day; 
March 23 is National Puppy Day, and World Math 
Day; March 24 is Palm Sunday, and International 
Day for Achievers; March 25 is International Waffle 
Day, and National Medal of Honor Day; March 26 is 
National Spinach Day, and Solitude Day.

*****
This week is American Chocolate Week, National 

Bubble Week, National Poison Prevention Week, and 
National Agriculture Week.

*****
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me.”
– John 14:27

*****
“Let us be grateful to people who make us happy, 

they are the charming gardeners who make our souls 
blossom.”

*****
“Not how long, but how well you have lived is the 

main thing.”
*****

“Life has no remote….get up and change it 
yourself!”

*****
“It means more work for me, when I find myself 

with people who can’t make fun of themselves.”
*****

People keep saying “I hate to bother you.” Maybe 
they should learn how to hate it a little bit more.

*****
“You can always tell when a man’s well informed. 

His views are pretty much like your own.”
*****

“Be the kind of person your dog thinks you are.”
*****

“Life is short, smile while you still have teeth.”
*****

“Smile, it confuses people.”
*****

“Kindness is free; sprinkle that stuff everywhere.”
*****

The youngest Oscar winner was Shirley Temple, 
who got the no-longer-presented Juvenile Oscar at age 
6. The youngest competitive acting winner was actress 
Tatum O’Neal, who won an Oscar for the movie 
“Paper Moon” at age 10.

*****
The oldest Oscar recipient was production designer 

Robert F. Boyle, who was awarded an honorary Oscar 
at age 98. The oldest competitive acting winners were 
Jessica Tandy for “Driving Miss Daisy” and George 
Burns for “The Sunshine Boys”, both at age 80.

*****

Words of 
Wisdom

10 years ago
Three Ridge View High 

School art students received 
top awards at the Western 
Valley Conference art show 
in Moville on March 27. The 
award winners were Olga 
Goncear (second place over-
all 12th grade division), Hope 
Clark (third place overall 11th 
grade division) and Hannah 
Feilmeier (third place 10th 
grade division).

Odebolt-Arthur/Battle 
Creek-Ida Grove sixth grader 
Josie Wulf received a 2014 
State Invent Iowa Meritorious 
Certificate and $100 award for 
her invention “The Charging 
Chamber.” The Charging 
Chamber is a shelving unit that 
can charge many electronic 
devices at once, while keeping 
them organized and out of the 
way. Josie participates in the 
talented and gifted program, 
and the “Charging Chamber” 
took first place at O-A/BC-
IG’s local Invent Iowa compe-
tition.

15 years ago
The Battle Creek-Ida Grove 

Drill Team hosted its annual 
Dance Night fundraiser on 
Saturday at the high school. 
Area drill teams performed, 
as well as groups of preschool 
and elementary students who 
had learned routines earlier in 
the day. 

Galva-Holstein High 
School presented the comedy 
“Pirate Island” on Friday and 
Saturday. The play featured 
castaways on a deserted island, 
who encountered pirates and 
natives, and was directed by 
Kathy Breyfogle and Carmen 
Koth. Pictured playing pirates 
in the production were Collin 
Bubke and Patrick McAreavy. 

20 years ago
The Odebolt-Arthur School 

Board proposed a 3.5 percent 
package increase in its count-

er-proposal to the Odebolt-Ar-
thur Education Association. 
The package would cost the 
district $55,871. The O-AEA’s 
initial proposal was for a 4 per-
cent increase to be divided be-
tween the single insurance and 
base salary. 

The Battle Creek-Ida Grove 
Education Association and 
school board have started con-
tract talks. The teachers pro-
posed a $975 increase in base 
salary, raising it from $22,825 
to $23,800. The district coun-
tered with a proposed freeze 
in all salaries on the current 
2003-04 step and lane.

25 years ago
“Stormy,” a two-year-old 

female Yellow Labrador, is 
the newest member of the Ida 
County Sheriff’s Department. 
Stormy’s purchase and Sher-
iff Wade Harriman’s training 
were made possible through a 
$1,500 donation from the Ida 
County Attorney’s office and 
several donations from area 
businesses. Stormy will be 
used to fight the rising drug 
problem in Ida County. Pic-
tured with Sheriff Harriman 
and Stormy is Ida County At-
torney Ed Jacobson. 

Students in Susan Streck’s 
second grade class at the Ida 
Grove elementary school took 
time out Monday afternoon to 
dye Easter eggs. The students 
experimented with several dif-
ferent dyeing techniques.

Five BC-IG wrestlers 
qualified for the State Amateur 
Athletic Union Youth Wres-
tling Tournament in Cedar 
Rapids this weekend. The boys 
advanced to the state meet 
based on their performance at 
the district meet in Harlan on 
Sunday, March 14. The state 
meet participants are Seth Ea-
son, Jakob Hasbrouck, Mark 
Cates, Robby Nepper, and Bil-
ly Carnine. 

30 years ago
The Odebolt-Arthur School 

Board selected Dick Profit of 
Odebolt as the district’s new 
superintendent. The board in-
terviewed profit for a second 
time on Monday. Following 
the interview, Profit was of-
fered a contract. He will be 
paid $53,000 a year when the 
contract goes into effect July 1. 

The Ida County Conser-
vation Board voted to keep 
its current park fees. The fees 
include: camping - $6 for 
modern and $4 for primitive; 
Crawford Creek Recreation 
Area lodge - $30 rent, $30 de-
posit; Moorehead Park depot - 
$20 rent, $20 deposit; Moore-
head shelter houses - $15 to 
reserve and a pickup load of 
wood $15 (user cuts). 

35 years ago
Tracy Prell and Lisa Hare, 

both of Ida Grove, were 
crowned Ida County’s beef 
queen and princess respec-
tively, last Saturday evening 
at the annual Ida County Cat-
tlemen’s Association banquet. 
Prell, a senior at Ida Grove 
High School, is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Prell. Hare, 
a junior at Ida Grove High 
School, is the daughter of Mrs. 
Ross Feddersen.

Murray Jewelry store on Ida 
Grove’s Second Street suffered 
some “breaking and entering” 
at approximately 8 a.m. last 
Friday morning, when Steve 
Miller’s 1977 Buick LeSabre 
car rolled forward and broke 
the window to the front door. 
Miller, 17, of Ida Grove, was 
out of the car when the mishap 
occurred. Damage was listed 
at $200 to the store and $50 
to the car. No charges were 
issued.

Three Galva-Holstein High 
School seniors will be con-
tending for the crown of the 
1989 Galva-Holstein Relays 

Queen on Friday, April 7. The 
candidates are Michele Ehlers, 
daughter of Darwin and Sheryl 
Ehlers; Mindi Grell, daughter 
of Vance and Julie Grell; and 
Kindra Kruse, daughter of Bill 
and Joan Kruse. 

40 years ago
Members of the Ida Grove 

Chamber of Commerce gath-
ered at Camelot in Ida Grove 
for a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny. New owners of Camelot 
are Val and Judy Pluth of Ida 
Grove. They have remodeled 
the eating establishment and 
added a lounge in the build-
ing that formerly housed the 
Montgomery Ward store.

Ida Sheltered Industries 
considered plans for moving 
its workshop in Holstein to 
another building in the city, 
during its monthly board meet-
ing. The new site, located near 
Tom’s Super Valu, has 7,700 
square feet available for the 
workshop, compared to 6,000 
square feet at the current loca-
tion.

50 years ago
Winning first place in the 

muscular dystrophy dance 
marathon, on March 30 at 
the Ida Grove community 
hall, were Deb Godbersen of 
Ida Grove and her date, Dale 
Godbersen of Odebolt. They 
danced the whole 15 hours 
without any breaks. Three 
persons tied for second and 
third place, dancing 15 hours 
but taking all the breaks. They 
were Deb Johnson, Mark 
Kirkholm and Teresa Phillips. 
The Ida Grove High School 
student council sponsored the 
dance, raising more than $700. 

A total of $1,100 was raised 
during a pork barbecue last 
Sunday at Turner Hall in Hol-
stein. The barbecue is one in a 
series of events planned in an 
attempt to raise money for the 
restoration of Turner Hall.

TURN BACK TIME . . .

Meat market:  The city meat market in Battle Creek, run by John and Fred Christensen in 
1914. They had fresh oysters and roasts for 12½ cents a pound.
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