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by Erin Goddard, Freelance Reporter 
HARLAN— Amidst the snow days, the HCSD Board called 

the meeting to order in the -5 degree weather Monday, Janu-
ary 15 at 5 p.m.

Guest speaker Zeke Christensen, who was elected and will 
represent Harlan as the iJAG State President, began with 
sharing photos from his trip to Washington D.C for an iJAG 
National Convention.

“I now get to be a voice for a bunch of  people. Being 
different has led me into a lot more opportunities such as 
this one, and I couldn’t be more grateful for it.” The board 
returned appreciation and applauded Christensen for repre-
senting Harlan. 

Next, high school science teachers Andrew Sandquist and 
Dillan Stane shared about the National Science Convention 
they attended in Kansas City in late October. 

The two teachers divided to participate in a variety of  
breakout classes, such as a “Midwest Phenomenon” course 
to bring concepts Iowa students can connect with closer 
to home. Stane also attended courses over the Open Sci-Ed 
Curriculum. Open Sci-Ed is a free to use curriculum and 
stamped with approval by the NGSS (Next Generation Sci-
ence Standards). Sandquist had past experience with Open 
Sci-Ed from a summer course with the AEA, and the science 
teachers are now working to implement a unit at a time to 
bring this phenomenon-based and inquiry-based curricu-
lum to students. With the new facility coming, the Harlan 
science department looks to replace outdated equipment 
and find a balance of  teaching science. Sandquist explained 
the struggle that while the exploratory and research learn-
ing aligns with grad school and the real research setting, 

college education is still significantly rote memorization 
and bookwork.

Currently, math and reading scores are taken, but Dr. 
Barnett noted there is a proposal to add science scores to 
the reports to the federal government to count towards the 
district’s accreditation. The science department truly finds 
themselves at the crossroads of  many changes. 

Accolades came next. From elementary students caroling 
to the teachers, faculty, principal and the superintendent 
performing in a song skit of  the Partridge in a Pear Tree, 
smiles and laughter filled the room. At the middle school, 
there were many students recognized as “Students of  the 
Quarter’’, the jazz band students prepare for contest season, 
and Mr. Mueller and some middle school staff orchestrated 
a fundraiser where band teacher Mr. Paulsen ran from his 
home in Earling to Harlan to raise money for the music 
booster. At the high school, Steve Holt visited the iJAG 
class to talk about government service, the student council 
hosted Santa and crafts, Zeke Christensen was invited for 
dinner at Gov. Reynold’s home, and STEM students are 
excelling with IT and social media, working with local busi-
nesses and organizations. Sara Fink received an award from 
NETA (Nebraska Educational Technology Association). 
Also a generous donation came from the family of  Mia 
Schwieso, who donated a Clear Touch board to the school in 
her memory.

Action items on the table were all passed unanimously. 
Interviews are already underway to fill the elementary 
teacher positions which opened up as the middle school 
positions were filled internally. HCSD is also still searching 
for a softball coach.

The board approved professional services for middle 
school secure entry for item #2.  Denovo was asked to be 
the construction manager for this project. Safety grants are 
available that would provide $50,000 per building, includ-
ing cameras for security. Because it is federal grant dollars, 
the board reviewed and weighed the fees involved to utilize 
professionals to help work through and fulfill the grant 
requirements. Remaining funds will come from repurposed 
PPEL funds. The funds are in place to include the fees and 
keep it all under budget to have uniform, secure, two-entry 
entrances throughout the three buildings, starting in May 
and done before the school year starts.

“Item #3 Badding Change order #4” attempts to finalize 
the updates in the auditorium, including a change of  paint 
color from red to gray, fire alarms, and a pesky projector 
problem to find a way to relocate the projector to make it 
work with the new features. 

A new middle school iJAG teacher position wass approved 
, and the renewal of  the high school iJAG teacher in item 
#5.  In its second year at the high school, the number of  
students grew from 5 to nearly 60. The salary of  the iJAG 
teachers are split between the school, Department of  Educa-
tion, and Workforce Development, and the school gets a full 
time teacher for $25,000.

The policy readings, which involved artificial intelligence 
in the educational environment were approved with some 
edits. A lot of  discussion about AI is taking place as it be-
comes more present. The consensus agreed with Dr. Bar-
nett, who said, “We need to get a head of  it and teach kids 
how to use it productively because we’re not going to stop 
them from using it.”

January school board meeting plows through 

 IOWA CITY-- More than 7,900 un-
dergraduate students at the Univer-
sity of  Iowa were named to the dean’s 
list for the 2023 fall semester. Dean’s 
list status was earned by 1,810 first 
year undergraduates during the 2023 
fall semester at Iowa, 1,773 second 
year students, 1,940 third year stu-
dents, and 2,458 fourth year students.

 Local students namMollie Ras-
mussen of  Elk Horn, IA College: Col-
lege of  Education; Program of  study: 
Elementary Education; Classifica-

tion: [undergraduate - second year];
Lauren Andersen of  Kirkman, IA 

College: College of  Education; Pro-
gram of  study: Education Studies 
and Human Relations; Classification: 
[undergraduate - third year];

Reed Boardman of  Panama, IA 
College: College of  Liberal Arts and 
Sciences; Program of  study: Psychol-
ogy; Classification: [undergraduate 
- third year];

Samuel Buman of  Harlan, IA Col-
lege: College of  Liberal Arts and Sci-

ences; Program of  study: Political 
Science; Classification: [undergradu-
ate - third year];

Elizabeth Gross of  Harlan, IA Col-
lege: College of  Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences; Program of  study: Neurosci-
ence; Classification: [undergraduate 
- third year];

Joshua Rihner of  Shelby, IA Col-
lege: College of  Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences; Program of  study: Political 
Science; Classification: [undergradu-
ate - third year];

Justina Borgman of  Harlan, IA 
College: College of  Liberal Arts and 
Sciences; Program of  study: Journal-
ism and Mass Communication; Clas-
sification: [undergraduate - fourth 
year];

Justine Buman of  Harlan, IA Col-
lege: College of  Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences; Program of  study: Exercise 
Science; Classification: [undergradu-
ate - fourth year];

Jacob Dotzler of  Harlan, IA Col-
lege: College of  Liberal Arts and 

Sciences; Program of  study: Biol-
ogy; Classification: [undergraduate 
- fourth year];

Marie Ohlinger of  Portsmouth, IA 
College: College of  Engineering; Pro-
gram of  study: Chemical Engineer-
ing; Classification: [undergraduate 
- fourth year]; and

Jacob Voge of  Harlan, IA College: 
College of  Liberal Arts and Sciences; 
Program of  study: Journalism and 
Mass Communication; Classifica-
tion: [undergraduate - fourth year].

Area students earn Dean’s List honors from University of Iowa

Farmers share perspectives on climate change, land 
rents and conservation in latest Iowa farm poll

by J. Gordon Arbuckle Jr., ISU 
Extension & Outreach Sociologist

AMES – Although they wear 
many hats, perform many jobs 
and are referred to using many 
terms, it turns out the people who 
grow Iowa’s crops and livestock 
prefer to be called “farmers.”

The 2023 Iowa Farm and Rural 
Life Poll was released this winter 
and asked those surveyed what 
they preferred to be called. Some 
75% said they prefer to be called a 
“farmer.” The term “farm opera-
tor” was a distant second, at only 
10%, followed by even less popu-
lar names like “producer, grower 
and rancher.”

Farmers at Farm Progress 

Show.While the name may not 
seem like that big of  a deal, it’s 
actually an important part of  
communicating with “farmers.”

“I work with a lot of  people who 
work with farmers, and I hear 
them use different terms like 
‘grower’ and ‘producer’ to refer to 
farmers. So I decided to ask farm-
ers what they prefer to be called,” 
said J. Arbuckle, rural sociolo-
gist with Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach and lead 
author for the poll. “Turns out 
they prefer to be called farmers, 
by a long shot. That’s important 
to know because to communicate 
effectively with audiences, we 
need to use terms that resonate 

with them.”
Some of  the issues this year’s 

poll examines include climate 
change, soil and water conserva-
tion, rented land, woodland own-
ership and management, and 
markets for non-GMO corn.

This year’s survey is based 
on responses from 972 farmers. 
Nearly all (90%) plant corn or 
soybeans, and about half  (47%) 
raise livestock.

New this year is a series of  
questions related to woodland 
ownership and management.

“Many farms have at least 
some woodland area, so we want-
ed to gain a better understanding 
of  how that is being managed and 

the types of  resources landown-
ers are using,” said Billy Beck, 
forestry specialist with ISU Ex-
tension and Outreach. “These 
results will help us improve how 
we work with farmers who have 
woodlands.

Farmers walking through a 
pasture.Also new – the poll exam-
ines markets for non-GMO corn, 
in response to countries that 
have banned the import of  GMO 
corn. Nineteen percent of  farm-
ers reported they were interested 
in contracting to grow non-GMO 
corn for export, while 54% said 
they were not and 27% said they 
were unsure.

Arbuckle said the Farm Poll is 

a great way for farmers to make 
their voices heard, while helping 
to contribute to a better under-
standing of  challenges and op-
portunities in Iowa agriculture.

“The benefit is that farmers can 
confidentially share their per-
spectives on issues that impact 
their livelihoods, and the results 
help guide policy and program 
decisions that keep agriculture 
vibrant into the future,” he said.

Detailed results from the poll 
will be examined in future news 
releases from ISU Extension and 
Outreach. The full report is avail-
able from your ISU Extension 
and Outreach county office.

 ELK HORN —Join the Museum of  Danish America for a 
“The Great Backyard Bird Count,” a free family day activity 
Monday, February 19 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual event taking 
place from February 16 - February 19. The results are report-
ed using either the Merlin Bird ID app or the eBird Mobile 
App. The counts are used across the world to assist scientists 
in research.
 Binoculars will be available to borrow from the fron desk 
for use in the Jens Jnsen Prairie Landscape Park.
 The Prairie may be wet, icy or snowy depending on weath-
er.
 Support for this event is provided by the Iowa Humanities 
Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Join the Great Backyard 
Bird Count February 19

DES MOINES – Iowa Sec-
retary of  Agriculture Mike 
Naig announced proposed 
legislation aimed at increas-
ing processing opportunities 
for small-scale poultry pro-
cessors and producers. The 
legislation, House Study Bill 
559, passed unanimously 
through a House subcom-
mittee on Thursday and is 
now eligible for full consid-
eration by the House Agri-
culture Committee.

If  enacted, the Iowa De-
partment of  Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship’s 
Meat and Poultry Inspec-
tion Bureau could allow 
state poultry processing 
establishments to perform 
both official inspected and 
custom-exempt processing 
at the same facility. The 
change would treat poultry 
processing with the same 
standards already in place 
for establishments that per-
form red meat processing.

“As I travel the state 
and visit with Iowa poul-

try producers, particularly 
those who sell directly to 
consumers, I continually 
hear about the lack of  poul-
try processing availability 
within our state. Many of  
our producers are traveling 
many miles to neighboring 
states to have their birds 
processed and that is com-
pletely wrong. I want this 
processing work to happen 
in Iowa, and consumers 
would ultimately benefit 
from giving processors and 
producers more options and 
flexibility,” said Secretary 
Naig. “Poultry processing 
has its own unique set of  
challenges, including work-
force availability, but gov-
ernment should not stand 
in the way of  allowing these 
businesses to expand their 
processing capabilities, es-
pecially when there are no 
food safety concerns with 
the proposed changes.”

The Department per-
forms meat and poultry 
inspection through a coop-

erative agreement with the 
United States Department 
of  Agriculture’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service (US-
DA-FSIS). Under the Fed-
eral Meat Inspection Act, 
red meat establishments are 
specifically allowed to per-
form both official and cus-
tom processing at the same 
facility through a provision 
that is commonly referred 
to as the Curtis Amend-
ment. The Poultry Products 
Inspection Act, however, 
does not include such a pro-
vision, resulting in poultry 
processors having to choose 
between doing only official 
or only custom processing. 
There is no increased food 
safety risk associated with 
allowing the same facility to 
perform both activities.

“This bill will provide ad-
ditional processing options 
for farmers and opportuni-
ties for consumers to buy 
more Iowa raised turkey 
and chicken,” said Brad Mo-
line, a turkey farmer from 

Manson and President of  
the Iowa Turkey Federation. 
“This is the first step in the 
right direction for increas-
ing alternatives for poultry 
processing in Iowa.  It has 
been a goal of  mine and the 
ITF to expand turkey pro-
cessing in the state and to 
ultimately help grow the 
turkey industry, increase 
turkey consumption and to 
promote turkey for the fla-
vorful high-quality protein 
that it is. Thank you to Sec-
retary Naig for listening to 
the needs of  poultry farmers 
and his leadership to work 
with the Iowa Legislature 
to invest in rural Iowa and 
support a positive future for 
Iowa’s turkey industry.”

“Any regulatory changes 
that allow small meat pro-
cessors to provide additional 
services to customers while 
still operating within food 
safety guidelines is always a 
positive,” said Ty Gustafson, 
Owner of  Story City Locker 
and Board President of  the 

Iowa Meat Processors Asso-
ciation. “Changes like this 
allow small meat processing 
businesses to diversify and 
compete with large meat 
processing businesses.”

In addition to proposing 
state legislation, Secretary 
Naig intends to formally pe-
tition USDA-FSIS to encour-

age them to reassess their 
interpretation of  the law 
and grant states the flexibil-
ity to allow for additional 
poultry processing capacity.

A companion bill, Sen-
ate Study Bill 3031, has also 
been introduced for consid-
eration in the Iowa Senate.

Secretary Naig proposes legislation to increase small-scale poultry processing 


