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M150 Portable
Power Station

POWER UP FROM ANYWHERE

From Duracell, the #1 trusted battery 
brand, the M150 Portable Power Station 
enables you to work and have fun from 
anywhere – the kitchen table, the couch, 
the porch, airplanes, tailgates, co� ee 
shops or wherever else you’d like.
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POWER UP FROM ANYWHERE

From Duracell, the #1 trusted battery 
M150 Portable Power Station 

enables you to work and have fun from 
 – the kitchen table, the couch, 

the porch, airplanes, tailgates, co� ee 

Attractive and clutter-free, the 
M150 Portable Power Station features 
a tiltable device holder with integrated 
storage compartment, dimmable ring 
light, sleek charging dock, and 150 watts 
of portable power for phones, laptops, 
tablets and many other electronic devices 
to o� er the � exibility and portability 
needed wherever life takes you!

When fully charged, the M150 provides:

Laptop Phone Tablet

1 Charge 6 Charges 3 Charges

Earbuds Smartwatch Drone

50 Charges 50 Charges 4 Charges

ONLY $199
Give the gift of portable power 

to friends and family this 
holiday season!*

*Order by December 15th for Christmas delivery. 
Battery purchase does not include phone. portablepower.info/o� er215

Call 618-403-2934
to schedule your free quote!
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By Clark Kauffman
Iowa Capital Dispatch

Eight months ago, nursing home 
lobbyists said they’d work this year 
to kill legislation allowing cameras in 
nursing homes, but on Tuesday they 
said they were neutral on the idea.

The bill in question, House File 
537, would prevent nursing homes 
from prohibiting the use of so-called 
“granny cams” that provide families 
with a video feed of activity inside a 
resident’s room. For residents who re-
side in a shared room, the roommate 
would have to agree to the use of the 
camera, and a notice posted to the door 
would alert visitors and staff to the 
presence of the camera.

For the past several years, the bill 
has faced stiff opposition from the nurs-
ing home industry and hasn’t advanced. 
On Tuesday, however, the three-mem-
ber House Health and Human Services 
Appropriations Subcommittee unani-
mously agreed to forward the bill for 
consideration by the full committee.

Brent Willett of the Iowa Health 
Care Association. (Photo courtesy of 
IHCA)

At Tuesday’s meeting, Brent Wil-
lett, the head of the Iowa Health Care 
Association, which lobbies lawmakers 
on behalf of nursing homes, told repre-
sentatives that IHCA took no position 
on the bill in 2023 and that it remains 
neutral on the bill in 2024.

“IHCA was neutral 
on the bill in 2023 and 
we’re currently neutral 
on the legislation today,” 
Willet said. “We’re in 
the process of organizing 
our thoughts and we just 
ask for the opportunity to 
work with the committee 
as this process unfolds.”

Chairman Rep. Joel 
Fry, a Republican from 
Osceola, said, “I want to 
thank the lobby because 
you and I have worked on 
this in various ways to-
gether. Certainly, we’ve 
had some tough conver-
sations over the last few 
years on this bill, but with 
the goal being that we 
provide for Iowans safe, 
high-quality health care 
in our facilities.”

In taped conversa-
tions posted to the IHCA 
website last year, the as-
sociation’s lobbyists told 
the owners and admin-
istrators of Iowa’s nurs-
ing homes that they had 
worked hard to kill the 
cameras- in-nurs ing-
homes bill and that they 
would do so again in 
2024.

In the opening days of 
the 2023 session, IHCA 
lobbyist Merea Bentrott 
told association members 

she and a colleague had been “success-
ful in redirecting” a legislator who was 
backing the measure.

Then, in March 2023, Bentrott told 
IHCA members the bill was “some-
thing we’ve opposed for many, many 
years.” She added: “I‘m happy to say 
that yesterday we were able to kill that 
legislation… That is good news. That 
was on the House side of things. The 
bill never had legs in the Senate. We 
talked to them very early on and we 
were able to get them to a point where 
they agreed that camera legislation was 
not something that they would make an 
issue this year. So we were confident 
we would be able to kill the bill but 
we didn’t even want it to get to a sub-
committee in the House and we were 
successful in preventing that from hap-
pening. So that is a big win… That is 
good news for us.”

In April 2023, Bentrott again spoke 
of IHCA’s efforts to fight cameras in 
nursing homes, telling the nursing 
home owners that the association was 
“kind of locked and loaded and ready 
to go on this… We were able to kind 
of squash that very early in the session 
and get that off our plate.”

Merea Bentrott, lobbyist for the 
Iowa Health Care Association. (Photo 
courtesy of IHCA)

After the session ended, in May 
2023, Bentrott warned IHCA mem-
bers the issue was likely to resurface 
in 2024. “Best case scenario is that we 

kill it before it even gets 
any legs,” she said.

The recordings of 
the IHCA lobbyists were 
pulled from the organiza-
tion’s website shortly after 
the Iowa Capital Dispatch 
reported their contents in 
December.

At Tuesday’s sub-
committee meeting, Rep. 
Timi M. Brown-Powers, a 
Democrat from Waterloo, 
said she has had some con-
cerns about the impact of 
cameras on patient dignity 
and privacy, but acknowl-
edged she didn’t know 
whether the video from 
such devices was routed 
to residents’ families or to 
care facility personnel.

Due to ongoing staff-
ing issues in Iowa nursing homes, she 
said, “We need to do something. Doing 
nothing is not an option at this junc-
ture but I do have some questions to 
make sure we are giving the best care, 
the most dignity to these folks, and are 
keeping people safe, all at the same 
time.”

Rep. Brooke Boden, a Republican 
from Indianola, said she, too, supports 
the bill and is “ecstatic” it has resur-
faced. “I do believe that Iowa can do 
this for our most vulnerable citizens,” 
she said. She noted the cameras can 

protect not just residents but also work-
ers in nursing homes when issues arise 
that might unfairly implicate a care-
giver.

Iowa Capital Dispatch is part of 
States Newsroom, a nonprofit news net-
work supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Iowa Capital Dispatch main-
tains editorial independence. Contact 
Editor Kathie Obradovich for ques-
tions: info@iowacapitaldispatch.
com. Follow Iowa Capital Dispatch 
on Facebook and Twitter.

Bill allowing cameras in nursing 
homes advances with no industry opposition
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