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Bill would restrict use of gender-neutral terms in certain world language classes

By Kathie Obradovich
lowa Capital Dispatch

Republicans on an Iowa
House panel voted to move

forward with a bill that
would restrict instruction of
gender-neutral language by
world language teachers in
grades 9-12.

House File 2060 would
prohibit the introduction
of gender-neutral terms in
public and private-school
classes teaching a language
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“that utilizes a grammatical
gender system.” A House
subcommittee advanced the
bill Monday with two votes
in favor.

Rep. Bill Gustoff, R-
Des Moines, said he pro-
posed the bill after being
contacted by two teachers
who “were being told to
gender neutralize how they
teach foreign languages
that are, by nature, gender
infused.”

One of the teachers
was facing disciplinary ac-
tion and the other was “go-
ing to quit her job” over the
requirement, Gustoff said.

Some languages com-
monly taught in K-12
schools, including Spanish
and French, traditionally as-
sign genders to nouns. For
example, “house,” which in
Spanish is “la casa,” is femi-

nine and car, or “el auto,”
is masculine. Some nouns
referring to people are as-
signed genders depending
on the gender of the per-
son: “El hermano” means
brother, “la hermana” means
sister.

The bill was opposed
by representatives of several
state education associations
and LGBTQ advocates.

A Des Moines North
High School teacher and
linguist, Tye Nyhus Nel-
son, told lawmakers that the
nonbinary Spanish pronoun,
“elle,” is among the many
vocabulary words and struc-
tures taught in class.

“Students do their best
when they can be them-
selves alongside their fel-
low community members,
and when each of them feels
seen, heard and valued by

others,” Nelson said. “Ban-
ning instruction that affirms
students’ identities as harm-
ful, obfuscating the reality of
(the) diverse world in which
they live and that they will
inherit, is counterintuitive in
preparing them to be future
ready.”

Keenan Crow of One
Iowa, an LGBTQ advocacy
organization, noted that leg-
islation passed last year al-
lows students to change their
pronouns with parental per-
mission. “Now that we have
this bill in place that requires
trans and nonbinary kids to
get permission slips from
their parents, their parents
are effectively saying, ‘This
is how I want you to refer to
my kid.” And it doesn’t get
an exemption simply be-
cause of a foreign language
class,” Crow said.

Legal Notice

PRELIMINARY PUBLIC NOTICE -IMPACTS TO FLOODPLAINS
City of Exira, lowa — Wastewater System Improvements

The City Of Exira, located in Audubon County, Iowa intends to seek financial assistance from USDA, Rural
Development, Rural Utilities Service for costs of future improvements to its wastewater system.

The improvements to the wastewater system include modifications to the existing three cell lagoon system, in-
stalling a NitrOx reactor plus an UV treatment process. A new 72-inch manhole for meters, piping, and valves that
will be constructed adjacent an existing lift station. The improvements also include the purchase and installation
of a new generator, a new control panel, and other piping improvements. A portion of these improvements will be
constructed in a floodplain. All improvements to be located in the floodplain will be designed and constructed to be
protected from 100-year and 500-year flood hazards.

If implemented, in accordance with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management and USDA Departmental
Regulation 9500-3, Land Use Policy, the purpose of this notice is to inform the public of this proposed conversion
or effect and request comments concerning the proposal, alternative sites or actions that would avoid these impacts,
and methods that could be used to minimize these impacts.

The environmental documentation regarding this proposal is available for review at the USDA Rural Develop-
ment office location at 511 W. 7th Street, Atlantic, lowa 50022. For questions regarding this proposal, contact Dee
Fischer, Area Specialist, 712-254-4360 or dee.fischer@usda.gov.

Any person interested in commenting on this proposal should submit comments to the address above by February
8,2024. Maps of the proposed project area:
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MANNING REGIONAL HEALTHCARE CENTER

Prioritizes Youth Health

* Same-day appointments for
minor injuries or ilinesses

* Well-child visits
* Health screenings

e |mmunizations

* Specialty Services: ENT,
mental health, and urology

* QOccupational therapy
* Physical therapy
Speech therapy

MANNING REGIONAL
HEALTHCARE CENTER

Call (712) 655-8100
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We can stop HIV, lowa.

According to a survey by the lowa Department
of Public Health, 27% of respondents who were
living with HIV said they waited to get tested
because of the stigma.

® ce
Everyone has a role to play in creating
a future free of HIV stigma.
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IOWA stophiviowa.org |[=] 8"
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lowa high school students, college students and their
parents or guardian can sign up now for a chance at a
$1,000 deposit into a college savings account.

Know who
to reach out
to when you

need help.

INSTALLATION

of a new bath or shower!

24 Months No Interest,
No Payments!

Senior & Military Discounts!

There is hope.

9885wl

) Register online by March 29, 2024,
at www.lowaStudentLoan.org/Savings.

p All participants receive free college planning
and financing tip emails.
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EDUCATION LENDING

Programs from lowa Student Loan Liguidity Corporation

Call or text 988 or
chat 988L.ifeLine.org

Receive $500
Mad City Cash with
qualifying purchase!

With your FREE in-home estimate
receive a $50 Target GiftCard!

i, CALL TODAY!
mad city 877-990-0707
a division of renuity MadCIWFaths .com
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