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 The Blencoe Volunteer 
Fire Department will be 
holding their 24th annu-
al soup supper and silent 
auction fund raiser on 
Sunday, March 24th at 
the Blencoe Community 
Center from 5-7 P.M.

 A choice of either chili 
or cheddar baked pota-
to soup will be served. 
Sides and deserts will 
also be available.
 Tickets are available 
from any member of the 
fire department or they 

can be purchased at the 
door. Each ticket in-
cludes entry to the event, 
dinner, and a single raf-
fle entry for a $1,000 New 
Coop Credit (1st prize); a 
$500 VISA gift card (2nd 
prize); or a $250 VISA 

gift card (3rd prize). You 
do not need to be present 
to win.
 Your continued support 
of the Blencoe Volunteer 
Fire Department is great-
ly appreciated.
 

Blencoe Fire Department Soup Supper March 24

Today’s news is tomorrow’s history.
Preserving local history 
since March 7, 1885.

 Senate File 2311, which 
passed the Senate 31-16 
last month, hit a setback 
as a House subcommittee 
voted 2-1 to advance the 
bill without recommen-
dation to the full House 
State Government Com-
mittee, leaving it to the 
chair of the committee to 
determine the bill’s fate.
 Rep. Michael Bergan, 
R-Dorchester, raised con-
cerns about “additional 
costs and added ineffi-
ciencies” created by the 
bill.
 John McCormally, 
chief of staff for Iowa 
State Auditor Rob Sand, 
highlighted a fiscal note 
from the nonpartisan 
Legislative Services 
Agency that found that 
hiring a private CPA 
firm could cost up to 
more than three times as 
much as using staff from 
the state auditor’s office. 
Based on data obtained 
from audit reports filed 
with the auditor’s office 
by private firms, audits 

of state agencies per-
formed by outside CPA 
firms have cost as much 
as $260 per hour com-
pared with $85 per hour 
by the auditor’s office.
 Rep. Bergan also not-
ed private CPA audits 
of state agencies could 
make it difficult for the 
state auditor to compile 
a required annual report 
on how the state spends 
federal funds.
 Brad Epperly, a lobby-
ist for the Iowa Society 
of Certified Public Ac-
countants, said Iowa has 
a shortage of CPAs to 
perform governmental 
audits.
 “As of right now, I 

don't know that we 
would have the mem-

bers that would have the 
ability to do the audits,” 

Epperly said.
 Iowa State Auditor 
Sand and legislative 
Democrats say the bill 
“kneecaps” Sand’s au-
thority as auditor and 
opens the door to politi-

cal corruption by allow-
ing government officials 
to bypass the state audi-
tor for annual audits.
 Republican support-
ers of the bill argue the 
hiring of a private ac-
countant to conduct a 
required annual audit 
already is allowed and 
widely employed by lo-
cal governments and 
school districts.
 Rep. Adam Zabner, 
D-Iowa City, voted in 
subcommittee not to ad-
vance the bill. Zabner 
said Iowa voters trust 
Sand and reelected him 
in 2022 “to come back 
and be in charge of audits 
for the state of Iowa.”
 “I don't like the idea 
that the Legislature can 
circumvent that just be-
cause they have issues,” 
Zabner said. “I think this 
is another example of the 
Senate playing politics. 
We should put people 
over politics and make 
sure that our elected offi-
cials can do their jobs.”

Bill Allowing Agencies To Circumvent 
Iowa State Auditor In Question

 After serving the area 
for 53 years in the gro-
cery business, Mike and 
Collen Vaughn decided 
to hang up their aprons 
for the last time.
 To mark this occasion, 
friends and co-workers 
gathered to wish Mike 
and Collen a happy and 
well-deserved retire-
ment at a reception at the 
Onawa Country Club on 
Sunday, March 10th.

Vaughns Honored At Retirement Party 

   Mike Vaughn stands in front of a table full of mementos from his 53 years in the 
grocery business.

   Well wishers share their memories of Mike and Col-
len Vaughn.
 The Onawa Fiesta 
Foods has been sold to 
Sunshine Foods. Shop-

pers will still find the 
same friendly faces at 
Sunshine Foods.

 The Onawa-Blencoe 
Knights of Columbus 
#6249 initiated a food 

Knights Of Columbus Food Drive

Photo submitted

drive during the Lenten 
season that will end on 
Easter Sunday.  
 Donations can be 
made at St. John Catholic 
Church in Onawa and St. 
Joseph Catholic Church 
in Salix.
 West Central Outreach 
in Onawa will help iden-
tify recipients and dis-
tribute the contributions.  
 Donations of non-per-
ishable food items can be 
made at the two churches 
or food items of any kind 
directly to West Central 
(712-423-2603).

 Iowa PBS's upcoming 
series Road Trip Iowa 
takes you on an adven-
ture across Iowa's sce-
nic byways, showcasing 
the historic sites, unique 
attractions and natural 
beauty along the way. 
This new, weekly trav-
el show will premiere 
Wednesday, April 3 at 
6:30 p.m and following 
Wednesdays on the state-
wide network. It will be 
rebroadcast Saturdays at 
9 a.m. Road Trip Iowa 
will also be available to 
stream on iowapbs.org 
and on the PBS App.
 Season 1 consists of 

ten 30-minute episodes 
featuring the businesses, 
towns and landscapes 
along the byways of 
Iowa. Viewers will ven-
ture to the Mines of Spain 
in Dubuque, the Ban-
ner Lakes at Summerset 
State Park, the Salt and 
Pepper Shaker Gallery in 
Traer and other destina-
tions around the state.
 "Road Trip Iowa is de-
signed for Iowans who 
enjoy taking the scenic 
route. We're inviting 
viewers to get off the in-
terstate and discover the 
rewards found along the 
longer path," said Iowa 

PBS Senior Producer and 
Director Tyler Brinegar. 
"It contains a mix of the 
small towns that made 
Iowa what it is today as 
well as the natural won-
ders that were here long 
before us. We're excited 
about the variety we cap-
tured along the byways 
and we hope viewers 
will be, too."
 Iowa PBS will host 
three trivia nights to 
celebrate the launch of 
the new series. These 
competitive and enter-
taining events will take 
place on April 29 in Iowa 
Falls, May 1 in Clinton 

and May 10 in Harlan. 
Pre-registration is re-
quired. Three top scor-
ing teams at each event 
will be awarded prizes 
intended to inspire their 
own Iowa road trip. 
 In addition to its state-
wide broadcast, Iowa 
PBS .1 is available to 
livestream on iowapbs.
org/watch, pbs.org/lives-
tream, the PBS App, Lo-
cal Now, YouTube TV 
and Hulu + Live TV. 
Iowa PBS programs, be-
hind-the-scenes extras 
and more can be enjoyed 
on iowapbs.org, Face-
book and YouTube.  

Iowa PBS Launches New Travel Series, Road Trip Iowa

 The members of Whit-
ing Volunteer Fire & Res-
cue will hold their 47th 
annual “All-You-Can-
Eat” pancake feed on Sat-
urday, March 23rd from 

8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in 
the Whiting Community 
School cafeteria.
 The feed is free-will 
donation.

Whiting Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue To Hold Pancake 

Feed March 23


