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Correction and Retraction Policy
 The Eldora Herald Ledger strives for accurate and 
complete news reporting but occasionally we get it 
wrong. In cases where an error has been made we will run 
a correction, clarification, retraction or editor’s note in the 
next edition. Our goal in any event is to inform readers of 
corrections clearly and quickly, citing the incorrect infor-
mation and updating with the correct information.
 All corrections will be printed on page 2A in the next is-
sue published. The correction will denote the issue, article 
and incorrect information along with the correction. Digital 
corrections will also be made and an editor’s note will be 
added to the bottom of the article in question noting what 
was inaccurate and noting when the article was amended. 
If the article was posted on Facebook, Twitter or any other 
online medium controlled by the Eldora Herald Ledger, 
a post will be made linking to the corrected article, noting 
the correction.

Letter to the Editor Policy
The Eldora Herald Ledger welcomes the opinions of our read-
ers in the form of letters to the editor, as long as the submis-
sions are not in bad taste and refrain from attacking individuals 
without supporting documentation or a rational and legally de-
fensible justification. In any event the newspaper reserves the 
sole discretion to decide whether or not a reader submission will 
be published. If your letter is selected it will be run on a single oc-
casion and you agree to give us the right to publish it in print and 
digital form. The Eldora Herald Ledger will not accept letters 
that are duplicated, reprinted, copied, or otherwise reproduced. 
Letters should be original, typewritten or neatly handwritten. Let-
ters should not exceed 300 words. Letters exceeding this length 
could be subject to editing and may not be published in their 
entirety.
 The Eldora Herald Ledger does not as a general rule print 
form letters or letters which are also submitted to other news-
papers. We are most interested in sincere personal views as op-
posed to canned publicity releases or talking points for an indi-

vidual or a cause, therefore if a writer cannot assure us that their 
submission is individual and personal, it may be rejected. 

 Your Letter to the Editor must include:
 · Your full name with signature
 · Your complete address
 · Your telephone number
  Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for verification by newspaper edito-
rial staff.
 Unsigned letters and letters containing personal attacks the 
newspaper deems to be of a libelous nature will not be published. 
The Eldora Herald Ledger reserves the right to end debate on 
a topic after both sides have had ample chance to express their 
views. The Eldora Herald Ledger reserves the right to edit or 
refuse all letters. All columns and letters on the opinion page are 
the views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views 
of The Eldora Herald Ledger.

So much is happening, I 
just have to update everyone 
- I’ll be as organized as I can 
in this:

1- I’m taking lessons in 
Country and Western dance - 
I want to learn the two step. 
My first class was amazing! I 
danced for a whole hour and 
the rods in my back didn’t 
bother me at all, I didn’t have 
to sit down once. I just loved 
doing the two step...I pre-
tended I was Debra Winger 
in Urban Cowboy dancing 
with John Travolta. We also 
did the Electric slide which 
I haven’t done in over 20 
years. So much fun and get-
ting back my balance.

2- I joined the local gym 
with Silver Sneakers and will 
start taking yoga for strength 
and balance. My insurance 
pays for the membership. 

3- I’m going away for a 
wine probe tasting weekend 
in Tucson that my grand-
daughter, the firefighter, 
planned for all of us. 

4- My great-granddaugh-
ter Kynlee, is only 4 months 
old and the doctor said she’s 
ready to start on solid food 
because of her remarkable 
strength. She can sit straight 
up and hold her head erect... 
Her mother, my granddaugh-
ter the cop, is freaking out. 
We laugh because she thinks 
she’s the only mother ever to 
experience these life chang-
ing things with a new baby...
oh does she even know what 
an extraordinary life she’s 
about to live! 

5- Our dryer broke. My 
amazing daughter, the yoga 
teacher, rigged up a unique 
clothesline in our backyard. 
She strung extension wire 
across the yard attaching it 
to hooks along the fence and 
securing it with skewers....
it’s working, she’s amazing. 
We’re fine till the dryer is 
fixed.

6- Griefshare meetings are 
going very well, we are all 
bonding and now everyone 
is contributing to the discus-
sions.

Note: Feb. 6 is our gradua-
tion party from dance class-
es. We are going out to dance 
at a live CW band dance hall, 
all the classes.

I’ve got to get some cow-
girl boots ASAP! Stay tuned.

Half A 
Mind

By Linda 
Halfpop

So much to do

Maybe it’s reading old 
books or watching re-runs 
of Scooby Doo as a kid, but 
secret passages fascinate me.

Find the right book in a pri-
vate library, watch the book-
case slide back and grab a 
candle to go exploring.

Actually, one of our twins 
is named after St. Nicho-
las Owen, who built hiding 
places during the persecu-
tion of King Henry VIII and 
his successors, though sadly 
he has exhibited none of his 
namesake’s skill in carving 
secret rooms.

Indeed, not a single book-
case in our home has ever 
swung out, revealing a trove 
of forgotten gold, I am sad to 
say.

During my college days, 
rumors of a secret tunnel 
from the library over to the 
administration building were 
shared. I remember journey-
ing down to the library base-
ment to seek it out, though 

it was likely just a legend 
spread by generations of 
bored college students.

In the Old Country, tales of 
helpful household gnomes 
and sprites abound, and I’ve 
enjoyed the idea of such Wee 
Folk, when it came time for 
their host families to emi-
grate, picking up stakes and 
following along.

Since my family is heavi-
ly German, I would suspect 
Kobolds, sturdy little folk.

I can picture them – beard-
ed and with the accent of 
Lower Saxony – scurry-
ing off one morning after 
helping with the household 
chores before the Big People 
catch a glimpse.

While they’re at it, I’m 
wondering if I might nudge 
them – that secret passage 
would be a real gem, if they 
fill up to switch from fixing 
shoes overnight or whatever 
household sprites do.

Or, barring that, I’ve got 
some shoveling to do, given 
the quantity of snow we keep 
getting.

I’ll up that saucer of milk 
on the stairs to a bottle of 
Jameson in exchange.

I wonder if they would bite 
at that offer?

Perhaps I can make 
them an offer they 

can’t refuse

By Marjean Clemons, 
Ackley Public Library; Lisa 
Littschwager, Dr. Grace O. 
Doan (Alden) Public Li-
brary; Joan Grothoff, Eldo-
ra Public Library; Rachel 
Thompson, Hubbard Public 
Library; Erin Finnegan-An-
drews, Robert W. Barlow 
Memorial (Iowa Falls) Li-
brary; Marilyn Raska-En-
gelson, Radcliffe Public 
Library; Melissa Johanson, 
Steamboat Rock Public Li-
brary; Laura Newby, Union 
Public Library

As we welcome in 2024, 
the librarians of Hardin 
County would like to re-

mind its residents of the vi-
brant spaces we call public 
libraries. Hardin County is 
home to eight amazing pub-
lic libraries.  Libraries have 
been and continue to be more 
than just a place to check out 
books, but community hubs.  
Libraries are common spaces 
for everyone, no matter social 
status or income level.  The 
library is free for all.

In communities with vary-
ing levels of socio-economic 
backgrounds, libraries bridge 
the gap by offering a wide 
array of educational materi-
als, internet access, and busi-
ness services. This inclusive 

approach ensures that all 
members of the community, 
regardless of their financial 
status, have the opportunity 
to learn, work and participate 
in the ever-changing land-
scape of the digital age.

Recognizing the chang-
ing nature of the workplace, 
libraries are providing en-
vironments that can cater to 
the needs of local business-
es. By offering co-working 
spaces, meeting rooms, and 
collaboration zones, librar-
ies become accessible hubs 
for freelancers, startups, and 
small businesses to work, 
collaborate, and innovate.  

Every day our libraries pro-
vide copying, scanning, fax-
ing and computer services to 
our patrons.  All for free or at 
a very low cost.

Last year we saw over 
125,000 people through the 
doors of our Hardin County 
libraries.  As librarians, we see 
patrons checking out reading 
materials.  We see patrons us-
ing our public computers or 
WiFi to print documents.  We 
see patrons coming in for fun, 
interesting and educational 
programs.  We see patrons 
using our study and meeting 
rooms for business meetings, 
community events and fami-

ly gatherings. We see patrons 
benefiting from our outreach 
to schools and senior centers.  
We see patrons strolling our 
story walks. We see young 
patrons engaging with our 
STEM carts.  We see patrons 
meeting with local social 
service agencies.  We see pa-
trons browsing our newspa-
pers and magazines.  We see 
patrons downloading movies, 
music, magazines, books, 
and audiobooks.  We see pa-
trons checking out our board 
games, bikes, snowshoes, 
puzzles, pickle ball sets, cake 
pans, WiFi hot spots and ice 
skates.  

As budgets are being 
planned for the next fiscal 
year, we urge you to reach 
out to your elected officials.  
Your city council members, 
supervisors, and state repre-
sentatives.  Let them know 
that libraries are windows 
into our communities.  In an 
era that values inclusivity and 
community engagement, our 
libraries stand as beacons, 
fostering a sense of belong-
ing and unity among all res-
idents.  With your voice, you 
can help our Hardin County 
libraries continue to provide 
the needed materials, services 
and welcoming, safe spaces.

Libraries as Community

BJ Hoffman

In the Spring of 2016 I was 
on the fence about how I 
could help assure my then 13 
year old son would have the 
best opportunity to live and 
thrive in Hardin County.  I 
saw a means of bringing an-
other generation back to the 
farm where my Yantis roots 
started when my grandfather 
came to Hardin County from 
Queen City, Missouri after 
the turn of the 20th centu-
ry. That 13 year old son is 
now in his final weeks prior 
to graduation at Ellsworth 
Community College where 
he’s receiving an amazing 
college experience and will 
receive a degree in May and 
if all goes well he’ll stay in 
the County to pursue a ca-
reer.

Now as a two term Hardin 
County Supervisor that has 
been blessed with two amaz-
ing colleagues on the board 
along with tremendously 
hardworking, dedicated, and 
trustworthy elected officials 
and department heads I be-
lieve we’ve moved the nee-
dle forward in Hardin Coun-
ty for the better.

In the past seven years 
we’ve worked hard and:

Reduced the property 
tax levy by 52 cents/$1000 
when the State took back 
mental health funding while 
other counties let the levy re-
main the same and kept tax-
ing their residents.

I championed the push for 
constitutional protections for 
Hardin County to be a Sec-
ond Amendment Sanctuary 
County even when I was 
scolded and told it would 
turn Hardin County into the 
Wild West. It hasn’t become 
the Wild West and people 
appreciate their God given 
rights being protected.

As the Chairman of the 
Central Iowa Communi-
ty Services Mental Health 
region I was able to lead 
the charge to allocate $15 
million dollars to the Youth 
and Shelter Services, Ember 
project that will provide 70 
mental health crisis beds to 
Iowa youth in need.

I’m proud of the fact that 
Hardin County has imple-
mented the hiring of our own 
Economic Development Di-
rector and the position with 
board support has been able 
to make significant strides in 
local small and large scale 
development projects.

In the last seven years serv-
ing as a Drainage District 
Trustee for well over 200 
districts we have made sig-
nificant strides in processes 
and procedures that reduce 
costs for the landowners 
in drainage districts.  This 
includes wetlands (CREP) 
projects that are a critical 
part of water quality man-
agement.

I was highly engaged at 
the State level as a member 
of the Iowa Board of Nurs-
ing and was able to utilize 

my 20+ years of healthcare 
experience to make nursing 
as safe, patient center care 
focused, and as fiscally feasi-
ble for new nurses to work in 
nursing in the State of Iowa.

My support of our law 
enforcement officers was 
unparalleled as I spent 
countless days at the Iowa 
State Capitol lobbying for 
the passage of the Back the 
Blue bill as the negative sen-
timent and disrespect for law 
enforcement grew across the 
Country.  I also appreciated 
being part of a very equitable 
collective bargaining agree-
ment with the Hardin County 
Sheriff’s office that provides 
top notch law enforcement to 
Hardin County residents and 
guests.

Now I’ll lobby alongside 
educators, parents and tax-
payers to prevent Area Edu-
cation Agencies from having 
services violently ripped 
apart while hoping that pol-
icy makers and experts will 
use surgical precision to im-
prove processes and stream-
line services.

Lastly, during a worldwide 
pandemic I worked at both 
the State, County, and Lo-
cal level to protect personal 
and religious freedoms while 
fostering an environment 
that gave parent’s the right to 
make choices for their chil-
dren in their best interest.  As 
a County we worked hard to 
maintain continuity of oper-
ations and didn’t push man-
dates upon our team without 

knowing the long term con-
sequences and impacts on 
health and safety.

On June 4,2024 I look 
forward to earning Hardin 
County Republican votes in 
the primary election.  In the 
meantime I look forward to: 
working to assure constitu-
tional protections with guid-
ance from our legal experts, 
work to craft a budget that 
fits into the State mandat-
ed reduced budget, work to 
have the State transition the 
Boys State Training School 
to the Iowa Department of 
Corrections so the State 
Training School staff mem-
bers can go to work and 
return home safely, fight to 
bring additional State fund-
ing into support the current 
unfunded mandates, and 
work to preserve the princi-
ples of production agricul-
ture that Hardin County is 
known for.

Finally, I want to to help 
grow Hardin County through 
responsible Economic De-
velopment.  I believe we can 
do that but we can’t let Har-
din County become, “New 
York’s play thing” or “Cali-
fornia’s playground”.

Hardin County has oppor-
tunity for socially and cul-
turally appropriate growth 
based on the foundations of 
our rich history, heritage and 
Judeo-Christian beliefs and 
I plan to guide it while re-
membering those that came 
before me.

Seeking re-election


