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Hedgehog Creature Feature

RAINA GENAW
NEWS CHRONICLE

OTTER CREEK
Have you met Tama
County  Conservations
(new!) educational hedge-
hog Olive? Be sure to say
‘hello’ to her at the nature
center during your next
trip to Otter Creek Lake
& Park!

Olive is an African
pygmy hedgehog which is
a species native to Africa
and is not an Iowa native.
In Iowa, pet hedgehogs
are captive-bred. Olive
was adopted from the
Animal Rescue League of
Iowa in late 2023.

In the wild, hedgehogs
eat a variety of insects,
worms, snails, small ani-
mals, and carrion (road-
kill). In captivity, hedge-
hogs like Olive are fed a
special pelleted diet sup-
plemented with cat food
and are occasionally given
worms, unseasoned meat,
and fruit or vegetables as

a treat. Olive has a keen
sense of smell that she uses
to find food. When she is
exploring a new area, you
can often hear her loudly
sniffing and grunting like
a pig to take in all of the
new smells.

African hedgehogs are
nocturnal, meaning they
are mostly active at night.
They prefer to live alone,
without any other hedge-
hogs nearby. Olive spends
most days burrowed un-
derneath her log, sleep-
ing peacefully. At night,
she eats, drinks, and
plays with her toys. Wild
hedgehogs can run up
to six miles in one night,
and Olive imitates this be-
havior by running on her
wheel for several hours
each night.

When threatened,
hedgehogs hiss and curl
up into a ball, exposing
their spiky backs to any
potential enemies. Their
spikes act like armor,
protecting them from at-
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Tama County Conservation’s educational hedgehog Olive pic-

tured recently.

tackers. While porcupines
also use spikes for defense,
they are not closely relat-
ed to hedgehogs. Close
relatives of hedgehogs in-
clude moles, shrews, and
moonrats.

Olive is currently on

display at the Otter Creek
Lake & Park Nature Cen-

Vilsack announces millions in federal
funds for solar, fertilizer projects

By KYLE DUNPHEY
IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH

U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack announced millions in
funding on Monday for re-
newable energy and domes-
tic fertilizer projects.

Vilsack spoke during the
American Farm Bureau Fed-
erations annual convention
and trade show, which was
in downtown Salt Lake City
this year. He touted the In-
flation Reduction Act while
sounding the alarm over the
loss of small operations and
wealth consolidation in the
agricultural industry.

Since 1981, Vilsack said
the country has lost 437,300
farms and over 141 million
acres of farmland.

“Those are farm fam-
ilies that are no longer in
the farming business, which
means that in all likelihood
their families are no longer
in those small communities,”
Vilsack said. “The question I
ask all of you today is wheth-
er were OK with that?”

And despite what Vilsack
called the best three years in
net farm cash income ever in
the U.S., small and midsize
operations are not seeing the
success of their large, indus-
trialized counterparts.

About 7.5% of American
farms received 89% of the in-
come last year; which means
the remaining farms, which
Vilsack estimated at about 2
million, had to share 11% of
income generated by agricul-
ture.

“What were doing here

is creating opportunities for
that 92% of farmers to be
able to have multiple revenue
streams,” Vilsack said as he
announced the new round of
funding.

The federal dollars are
coming through the Rural
Energy for America and the
Fertilizer Production Expan-
sion programs, which direct
about $207 million to proj-
ects in 42 states, according
to the department. Roughly
$94 million of that comes
from the Inflation Reduction
Act.

The funds announced
Monday will support 682
projects, most of them aimed
at reducing emissions and
renewable energy.

More than 80 Iowa proj-
ects have been awarded
nearly $18 million. Among
them:

Classifieds

current full time, part
time and seasonal
openings in the fol-
lowing departments:

*Fire - Chief
*Park & Recreation
-Maintenance Worker
*Engineering
-Civil Eng. Assistant
*Transit -PT Driver
* Utility/Electrician
*Police -Officer
+Streets-Mechanic
*Police -Parking
Enformcement (PT)
*WPCP - Custodian
*Recreation

- Seasonal
Subscribe to receive
our openings by
clicking Notify Me on
our website.

marshalltown-ia.gov
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Your 5 line ad WI||
run 10 Days in:
*The Times Republian,
1 Week in
* TR Plus
*Tama Co. Shopper
*Sun Courier
*No. Tama Telegraph
*Tama Toledo News
Chronicle.

Call today to place
your ad:
515-573-2141
ext 430
Includes Photo at no
additional charge
Private party
Ad must be pre-paid
Additional lines $3.00

115} 155} 70
Employment Pets & Supplies Transportation
1500- Employment | [ 5500-Dogs | [ 7000-Autos |

Misc. SELL YOUR

PET$§5P53|AL SCAR, TRU(C:)K,
. UV, RV, BOAT
MA cII-|TAYLE"IEOWN FARM
penings EQUIPMENT
Check out our SPECIAL

%I lines $3 00 ea

Your 5 line ad will
run 90 Days in:
*The Times Republian,

* TR Plus

*Tama Co. Shopper

*Sun Courier

*No. Tama Telegraph

*Tama Toledo News
Chronicle.

Call today to place
your ad:
515-573-2141
ext 430
I(one vehicle per ad)
(non-commercial only)
(price must be in ad)
(ad must be pre-paid)
add a photo for $5 more

[ 7002-Trucks |

2003 RAM Truck
Cummins diesel, 89K
mi., Loved & Cared for.
$22,500 Exc Cond.
641-484-3334

or Apply at: R )
ter at 2283 Park Road . ggxt:fgtreet [ 7o _SUVS |
in rural Toledo. Stop in arshalliown ' e g llag oy
: : : 130k, 6.2L  $6,399
durl}?gu b|usmess hours to Pure Bred Rat Terrier OBO_641-758-5975
say hello. puppies, 8 wks, up to
date on shots &
lﬂl wor;:d?rll:m. rsaised If you had
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U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack addresses the American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s annual convention and trade show in Salt Lake City on Jan. 22.

+ Red Lion Knoxville
Waterworks Solar LLC, an
electric generation company,
was awarded $800,000 to in-
stall solar arrays at six loca-
tions in Knoxville. The proj-
ect is expected to generate
enough electricity to power
123 homes, amounting to
$81,499 per year.

» Southwest Jowa Renew-
able Energy LLC was award-
ed $1 million to help install
a slurry heating and reduced
backset system at its dry-mill
ethanol production facility in
rural Pottawattamie County.

o Red Lion Creston
Schools  Solar LLC was
awarded $1 million to help
install solar arrays in Cres-
ton expected to generate
enough electricity to power
216 homes, amounting to
$151,822 per year.

The program provides

ﬁ'f\, \ Appraisal & Real

~Q_ Estate Services

504 Second St. Traer, IA 50675

JAMMIEW. HOWARD

Certified General Appraiser/Broker
PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED PEOPLE GIVING YOU RESULTS!

319-478-2990 or 1-877-844-SOLD

122 W 4th Street Vinton, IA - This is your
chance to own an exceptional commercial
property in the heart of Vinton, strategically
positioned on the corner of a vibrant shopping/
dining district. This prime 4,560 square feet
commercial space offers versatility making it
an ideal choice for retail, professional services,
s offices, or an apartment. The interior of this

418 2nd Street Gladbrook, IA -

This

commercial building contains 2 offices, a
barber shop, and restrooms on the main floor.
The 2nd floor contains 3 apartments. There

is coin-op laundry. Some updates have been
made to the building and apartments. There is
parking in the back and a deck area. $84,950

.
e

Jason Lekin - Sales - Agent/Auctioneer (641)751-4227
Annie Stocker - Associate Broker (319)330-9533 - Mandy Lekin - Sales Agent (641)751-3021
Madison Snider - Certified General Appraiser/Associate Broker- (319)464-2078

=&

View Listings at:
www.appraisalandrealestateservices.com

[

grants and loans to farmers
and rural small businesses
to expand the use of wind,
solar and other clean energy
sources, which according to
the USDA helps them “in-
crease their income, grow
their businesses, address cli-
mate change and lower ener-
gy costs”

Vilsack called it “a vol-
untary, incentive-based
market-driven system” that
has become popular among
farmers.

“I know that farmers and
ranchers and producers are
taking advantage of this be-
cause the programs are over-
subscribed. The demand is
great,” he said. “Farmers are
now going to be paid, en-
couraged, incented, reward-
ed, for taking those steps to
become more sustainable.”

abilities

ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Local Area Business seeking an Advertising Sales
Representative to join our team.

The successful candidate will be responsible for advertising
sales. This role will foster existing relationships with clients
while building new relationships and helping customers to
find solutions to help their business grow.

Qualifications include:
e Strong organizational

» Excellent communication

e Computer skills

* Ability to generate leads

* Achieve goals

* Experience in media/
advertising sales is
preferred, but not required.

To apply, please email a resume to
Advertising Representative Position

This full-time position offers:
* Competitive salary
e Commission
* Health Insurance
¢ Dental Insurance
* 401k
» Paid Vacations
* Paid Holidays

PO Box 231
Grundy Center, IA 50638

St. Dysart
This is a nice traditional 2 story, Four Square home with beautiful

newer roof 2011, windows 8-10 years ago and vinyl siding. Also a

New Listing!!
504 Jefferson

original woodwork. Hardwood floors. Updated with a new furnace 2017,

new front door, remodeled main floor bath, newer kitchen & entryway
flooring. Duct-work cleaned with-in last 5 years. New garage door and

1211 Leer St
Dysart

Exceptionally nice 3 bed, 2 g o plit level partially
brick home. Located onr t o» «©own with a beautiful
u Interior, master bath &

country view. Fres’
walk-in closet, 2 very ~ decks & a family room. Close
to schools. Absolutely move-in condition!!

Only $239,500!

220 volt power in garage. Partially fenced in back yard. $159,500!!

113 Main St
Keystone

1-1/2 story, 2 bed, 1 .5 bath home. Several recent

of your color choice. Full basement with potential to
finish. Newer furnace & AC. Only $135,000!!

updates & upgrades. Hardwood floors, formal dining
room, new metal roof by closing. Ready for new paint

New Acreage|
Listing! ¢

2757 220th
St. Clutier

5.5 Acres Beautiful 2 story, 5 bedroom, 2 bath home. 2,272 sq. ft.
Original woodwork! Oversized 2 stall attached garage. Many updates
including a newer metal roof, gutters, soffit & vinyl siding. Newer
furnace, water heater & breaker box. Also, solar panels!! New septic
Fall 2023. Heated shop! Beautiful windbreak and many trees of all
varieties. Plus 17.3 A m/I per FSA farmland available or can be
bought separately. Price-$336,000. Price Reduced to $329,500!!

New Listing!

Dysart

Very nice, country style 4-5 bedroom 2+ bath home. Recently

all freshly painted, plus much more. All new appliances, stove,

903 Wilson St

remodeled & updated in 2023 including new kitchen & counter-top,
all new flooring, light fixtures, switches & plug-ins, sinks & toilets,

frig, microwave,dishwasher, disposal, washer & dryer. Absolutely

New Acreage
Listing!!
2975 275th
St, Clutier

Beautiful Country Setting! 10. 68 Acres Acres! 1.5 Story, 4
bedroom home. Very nice original woodwork, hardwood

floors & pocket door. New metal roof 2020, vinyl siding,

new foundation spray foam 2023. Front porch with ramp.

Large deck, some newer windows. Garden/storage shed.
7.1 acres of farmland.

UNLCY-$356,800!! Reduced to $325,000!!

move-in condition!! Only $189,500

Listing!!

Dysart

1,680 sq ft commr, »g New membrane roof

with-in last 2 years.

current business! Only $44,000!

New Storefront

306 Main St.

. .arnace & AC. Open floor plan.
Great opportunity to swart your own business or expand a

Benton County Farmiland

82.86 M/I Acres, 65.81 Acres in CRP with
the balance in Timber. CSR-2 67 on cropland.
Includes Cedar River access & River frontage.

3.2% gross return on list price. Located on

the North edge of Vinton. Lots of wildlife!

Price Reduced $528,000 $498,000

SOLD - Benton Co Farmland - SOLD
171.8 A m/l, Kane Township, CSR-2 83.9, 154 A tillable, Available for 2021. Mostly Kenyon, Tama, Dinsdale, Colo/Ely Soils
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David Wrage
Realtor/Broker
319-640-8388

WERAGKEF

315 Main Street, Dysart, IA
319-476-7070 or 800-796-8488

Where honesty and integrity
comes first.
The real estate partner
you can trust.
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LENDER




