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JOY, ILLINOIS

Arlene Grace Shotwell
August 4, 1941—January 23, 2024

Arlene Grace Shotwell, 82,
Joy, IL, passed away January
23, 2024, at Mercer Manor af-
ter losing a courageous battle
with cancer.

Visitation will be 4:00—
7:00 p.m. Friday, January 26,
2024, and the funeral service
is 10:00 a.m. Saturday, Janu-
ary 27, 2024. Both the visitation
and the funeral will be held at
Fippinger’s Funeral Home, Ale-
do. The burial will be in the Buf-
falo Prairie Cemetery. Online
condolences may be left to Ar-
lene’s family at www.fippinger-
funeralhome.com.

Arlene was born on August 4, 1941, in Muscatine Iowa to
Clarence and Grace (Kennedy) Thomas. She was a farm girl
and attended one-room schoolhouses, Joy School, and grad-
uated from Aledo High School in 1959. She attended one year
of college at Black Hawk College before she met and married
Ronald (Ron) L. Shotwell of New Boston, IL, on April 8, 1962,
in Millersburg, IL. They had two children, Richard and Sharon.

Arlene enjoyed keeping up with everyone via Facebook,
genealogy, and community activities and events. Cats lit her
up, puzzles passed the time, and Mercer Market chocolate
chip cookies sweetened life. She served as Joy Village Clerk
for many years. Arlene’s primary interests were faith, family,
and friends. She served as Teacher in the Community of Christ
congregation located in Muscatine, IA.

Those left to cherish her life and memories are Richard (Di-
ane) Shotwell of Fayetteville, AR, and Sharon (Richard I) Sam-
ple of Macomb, IL; six grandchildren, three step-grandchildren,
seven great-grandchildren, and three step-great-grandchil-
dren. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband;
and daughter-in-law, Jana.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, Joy Fire Department, or Communi-
ty of Christ Church.

Jerry Awbrey
May 6, 1943—January 22, 2024

Jerry Awbrey, 80, died
peacefully with his family by
his side on January 22, 2024,
after a 17-year battle with Alz-
heimer’s Disease.

Jerry was born May 6, 1943,
to Allen and Alberta Awbrey in
Muscatine, IA. He had five sib-
lings. He graduated in the Class
of 1961 from Muscatine High
School. It was there he met the
love of his life, Dee Dee Lon-
ghurst. Jerry joined the Naval
Reserves while attending high
school and entered active duty
in 1962, deployed on the USS
Albany CG-10. While on leave he

married Dee Dee on June 6, 1964. They settled in
Davenport, IA, where they built a wonderful fami-
ly. Together they had five beautiful daughters. He

took immense pride in his role as a girl dad, giving countless
hugs and encouragement to the end.

Jerry will be remembered for his contagious laugh and un-
forgettable sense of humor. He had a lifelong love of country
music and some of his favorite moments were performing
with friends in the Old Farts Band. He was an avid athlete. He
coached many winning Dad’s Club teams over the years for
his daughters and their friends. He and Dee Dee loved camp-
ing every weekend with their family and friends for over 30
years, establishing Jerry and Dave’s Beer Garden Friends. He
cherished his annual summer vacations fishing at Ojibway Re-
sort on Pikes Bay in Cass Lake, MN.

Jerry retired from his beloved job at the Rock Island Arsenal
in 2004. His family and colleagues will never forget his stories
about the Bradley Fighting Vehicle. His greatest achievements
were his wife of nearly 60 years, five daughters, 13 grandchil-
dren, and eight great-grandchildren.

He is survived by his wife, Dee Dee; and their daughters:
Tammy (Jason) Tucker, Rockwall, TX, Tina (Jim) Hoefer, Dav-
enport, IA, Tancy (Vern) Lukehart, Clive, IA, Tara (Andy) Er-
pelding, Davenport, IA, Terrie (Ed) Stald, Shiloh, IL; grand-
children: Tia (Kendall) Henson, Taren (Chase) Bowen, Aubrey
(Logan) Vinklarek, Anna (Kelton) Morrow, Nick Hoefer, Maddy
(Zane Grell) Hoefer, MacKenzie (Tyler) Engelhardt, Trey Luke-
hart, Jack Lukehart, Will Erpelding, Baylie Stald, Grant Stald;
great-grandchildren: Wyatt, Willa, Harper, Hudson, Hadlee,
Jack, Knox, and Sutton. Siblings: twin sister Judy (Art) Jansen,
Dale (Cora) Awbrey, Sue (Mike) Lowe; several nieces and neph-
ews, and many life-long friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents; infant twin sons;
brother, Dave Awbrey; sister-in-law, Karen Awbrey; sister, Jane
Awbrey; and his beautiful granddaughter, Charly Erpelding.

A special thank you to the staff at Jersey Ridge Place in Dav-
enport and the VA Cottage and hospice unit in Des Moines for
the wonderful care they provided him in his final years of life.

Visitation will be held at Halligan-McCabe-DeVries Fu-
neral Home in Davenport, IA, on Monday, January 29, 2024,
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with rosary prayed at 6:45 p.m.
There will be an additional visitation at church on Tuesday
from 9:30 a.m. until the time of the Mass. The Funeral Mass
of Christian Burial will be held at St. John Vianney Catholic
Church in Bettendorf, IA, on Tuesday, January 30, 2024, at
10:30 a.m. His grandsons will serve as pallbearers. Jerry will
be laid to rest at the Rock Island National Cemetery, Arsenal
Island with military honors.

Memorials may be made to the Give Like Charly Scholarship
Fund. A foundation established in memory of his courageous
granddaughter, to assist students in the community with col-
lege expenses (Give Like Charly Scholarship Fund, c/o Quad
Cities Community Foundation, 852 Middle Road, Suite 100,
Bettendorf, IA, 52722).

To place an obituary, please call theMuscatine Journal
at 563-383-2284 or email obits@muscatinejournal.com.
Obituaries are paid content.

OBITUARYGUIDELINES

judge overruled the coun-
cil’s decision to remove
Cornette, citing that the
council did not provide a
written explanation of its
reasoning for the decision.
The city has appealed the
case. Cornette lost his bid
for reelection this fall.
Though Gripp didn’t

mention Cornette or other
council members by name,
when he said poor behav-
ior arose the previous year,
the council felt as if it was
limited todoing two things,
publiclyadmonishacouncil
memberor if actions rose to
a certain level, removal.
“I feel like the council

used the tools that were at
itsdisposal,”Grippsaid.“So
I just want to know if there
are other tools and other
ways, I think that’s some-
thing the subgroup needs
to really lookat is theactual
teeth of it.”
Newly elected 8th Ward

Alderman Paul Reinartz Jr.
cautioned the council to
guard against penalties be-
ingmisusedagainstpolitical
foes or spurred by personal
dislike.Several other coun-
cil members acknowledged
or agreedwith the concern.
3rd Ward Alderman

MarionMeginnis urged the
council to enforce any code
among itself and not rely
on city staff to try to corral
elected officials.
“The burdens that ended

up on staff enforcing it be-
cause we didn’t deal, we
really didn’t deal with it
as council until it came to
one particular situation,”
Meginnis said.“...Weneed
to be as a council very, very,
veryawareof the imbalance
of power,”Meginnis said.

Livestreaming
debate
Council members de-

bated limiting public com-
ment during meetings, and

how and whether to con-
tinue live streaming meet-
ings to thecitywebsite,cit-
ing concerns for republish-
ing potentially defamatory
comments.
Ultimately, Matson said

hewillmakethedecisionon
meeting protocols, but said
he wanted feedback from
theCityCouncil.
At least two aldermen

said theywanted the city to
quit livestreaming itsmeet-
ings altogether and instead
upload the council videos
after editing out what the
city deemed to be defama-
tory comments.
Others suggested the

council livestreamitsmeet-
ing but quit once themeet-
ingreachesthegeneralpub-
lic comment section.
Other suggestions in-

cluded limitingpubliccom-
ment from five minutes to
three minutes, requiring
speakers to sign up ahead
of themeeting to speak and
require them to produce ID
to prove they live inDaven-
port.
In the past eightmonths,

public comment has been
tense. Speakers have been
harshly critical of the city
and city officials, alleging
wrongdoing in the collapse
of the downtown Daven-
portapartmentbuilding324
MainSt.,oronother topics.
Somereadfromdocuments,
emails andarticlesor refer-
encepreviousconversations
with a specific official.
Several times, Matson

has interrupted to warn a
speaker not to make per-
sonal attacks or name
names of officials and in-
steaddirect theircomments
to the council as a body.
Occasionally, officials have
voted to adjourn meetings
to interruptcomments they
see as inappropriate.
Randy Evans, executive

director of the Iowa Free-
dom of Information Coun-
cil, called it unwise for the
city to try to stifle citizen
criticism.
“The policy changes the

city iscontemplatingwould
not violate Iowa’s public
meetings law because the
law allows government
boards to place restrictions
on people who are attend-
ing those meetings,” Evans
said.“But it certainlyseems
unwise for the city to try to
stifle citizen criticism of
their local government —
especially in the wake of a
lawsuit that raises import-
ant questions whether city
officials were disregarding
the requirements of city
policies and state law lead-
ing up to the departure of
the city administrator and
two administrative assis-
tants.”
A lawsuitwasfiledearlier

this month asking a Scott
Countycourt todeclare that
the city broke open meet-
ings when the council did
not,atfirst,bringemployee
settlements toapublicvote.
Some council members

and city legal staff said they
were concerned someone
couldsuethecity for repub-
lishing potentially defama-
tory comments in videos of
themeetingson itswebsite.
Determiningwhat is def-

amation can be difficult,
Davenport corporatecoun-
sel BrianHeyer said.
“The question and deci-

sion for the council is, ‘Do
wewant to be in that posi-
tion?’“he said.“... I can tell
you,sittinghere sometimes
as someone who has been
practicing law for 30 years,
it’s really tough to tellwhen
somebody—they tiptoe the
line,have they crossedover
the line? It’s tough.Often-
times, theyprobably sound
like they have but it’s really
more than manner of how
they’ve spoken is the issue.”
Meginnis said: “I would

hate that thepeopleofDav-
enportwouldnotbeable to,
in their homes, watch the
City Council or commit-
tee of the whole meetings
live,” “It is unreasonable
to expect people within a
57-square-mile city to be
able to come to a meeting,

and there are a number of
peoplewhodowatch it live.
So, the idea of not airing
it live sends chills up my
spine.”
Meginnis added that the

burden of deciding what
was a defamatory com-
mentandediting thevideos
would fall onto staff,which
she said“could be seen as a
political act by some.”
Heyer said the city was

not required to record its
meetings,but it is the city’s
standard practice to do so.
The city is required to pro-
vide a written record of
the meeting with meeting
minutes.
Onother issues of public

comment, opinions on the
council were mixed. Some
expressed an openness to
limiting public comment
from five minutes to three,
others did not want to take
away minutes from the
public.
By law, people have a

right toattendpublicmeet-
ings and to record public
meetings themselves. Ac-
cording to the Iowa Public
Information Board, city
councils are not required
to hold public comment
during meetings, though
almost all do.
According toan informa-

tional handoutpreparedby
city staff comparing Dav-
enport to 11 other cities’
public comment proto-
cols, Davenport is one of
five cities of 12 that allow
five-minute time limit.
Other cities allow three-or
two-minute-length com-
ments.
Des Moines allows city

residents, property own-
ers or taxpayers to com-
ment.Dubuque allows city
residents to comment.The
other 10cities allowanyone
from the public to speak.
Four of the 12 cities require
the public to sign up be-
fore the council meeting in
order to speak, and a fifth,
Moline, encourages but
doesn’t require speakers to
sign up ahead of time.

Council
From A3

someone could fall under
what this definition is just
because they’re doing their
job.”
House Study Bill 568

defines “grooming behav-
ior” as “engaging in a pat-
tern of flirtatious behavior,
making any effort to gain
unreasonable access to, or
time alone with any stu-
dent with no discernible
educational purpose,” and
any behavior “that can
reasonably be construed
as involving an inappro-
priate, overly personal, or
intimate relationship with
or conduct toward or focus
on a student, and engaging
in anyother individualized,
special treatment not in
compliance with generally
acceptededucational prac-
tices.”
Iowa Department of Ed-

ucation officials said their
language came from a na-
tional organization of pro-
fessionals that dealt with
teacher licensure.
“The point of this bill is

to get a foothold into this
issue so the DOE can take
action in light of all of the
evidence brought before
themtoconsider,“St.Clair
said.

2018 Iowa Supreme
Court decision
Emily Piper, a lobbyist

representing the Iowa As-
sociationof SchoolBoards,
recommended the bill be
amended to include lan-
guage froma2018 IowaSu-
preme Court decision that
affirmed the conviction of
anEastern Iowahigh school
teacherwhoexchanged in-
timate Facebook messages
and repeatedly hugged one
of his underage students

both at and away from
school.
Bradley Wickes, a for-

mer social studies teacher
at Camanche High School,
challenged the District
Courtfindings thathishugs
with a student constituted
“sexual conduct” under
Iowa Code. He also argued
prosecutors failed to pro-
vide sufficient evidence to
show he engaged in a pat-
tern, practice or scheme of
conduct to engage in sexual
conduct with a student.
“It is important to note

that nothing should pro-
hibit teachers from hug-
ging students for reas-
surance, comfort or in
congratulation without
putting themselves at risk
of being charged with the
crime of sexual exploita-
tion,” then-Justice Bruce
Zager wrote in the court’s
opinion.
But Wickes’ behavior

“went far beyond a teacher
trying to comfort and reas-
sure a struggling student,”
the court wrote.
The justices agreed

with prosecutors and the
lower court that the more
than 600 pages of Face-
book messages between
Wickes and the stu-
dent became flirtatious
and sexual in nature and
showed that the hugs the
two exchanged were for
the purpose of Wickes’
sexual gratification.
To determine whether

Wickes engaged in
“grooming,” justices
wrote it required exam-
ining the actions of the
teacher “in light of all of
the circumstances to de-
termine if the conduct at
issuewas sexual and done
for the purposes of arous-
ingor satisfying the sexual
desires” of the teacher or
the student.
Nathan Arnold, a lob-

byist representing Profes-
sional Educators of Iowa,
said schools had to remain
“vigilant” in spotting and
reporting abuse and mis-
conduct, but raised con-
cerns the bill “creates a
presumption of guilt.”
Arnold read incidents

he said have been listed by
attorneys hired by school
districts as grooming be-
havior by teachers. They
included asking a student
how many siblings they
had and emailing students
outside school hours.
While theproblem iden-

tified by the Department
of Education “is very real,”
Arnold said thedifficulty is
using theword“grooming.”
“Except in very spe-

cific criminal context, (it)
doesn’t really work as a le-
gal termwith any real defi-
nitionormeaning,”he said.
“…It ismoreof an internet
smear than it is a workable
legal standard.”
Arnold said thebillwould

have a “chilling effect” on

teachers forming connec-
tions with their students
“if there’s some sort of a
stigmaaboutmeetingwith
a student.”

Another grooming
bill advances
Lawmakersona Judiciary

subcommittee advanced
a separate bill Wednesday
that defined grooming as a
crime in Iowa law and cre-
ated penalties for violating
the law.
Thebill,HouseStudyBill

575, defines grooming as
using the internet, written
communicationsor in-per-
son interactions to“seduce,
solicit, lure, or entice,” a
child, child’s guardian or a
personbelieved tobeachild
to commit a sex act.
Although lawmakers ad-

vanced the bill, members
of the three-person sub-
committee said they had a
number of questions about
why the bill was proposed
and how it was worded.

Grooming
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Pearl City Thrift StoreThrift StoreStorePearl City Thrift StorePearl City Thrift StoreThrift StoreStorePearl City Thrift StorePearl City Thrift Store
Your donations and support help our community
while reusing, recycling & sustainability improve

our future

1608 Grandview Ave.
Muscatine, lowa
563-299-6737

Hours 10 - 6
Mon - Sun

Veteran Owned

NEWYEAR SAVINGS!

BOGEY MOTORS
SALES AND SERVICE!

Check out our service center,we do it all!
GREAT SELECTION OF VEHICLES FOR SALE!

CHECK THESE OUT!

Family owned and operated by
TERI TERRILL DAVID SCOTT

1715 Grandview Ave.,Muscatine, IA 52761

(563) 263-0508 - Sales
www.bogeymotors.com

2019 NISSAN ROGUE - 2WD
2.5-L L-4 DOHC 16V
42,129 Miles

$20,236

2020 FORD F-150
3.5LV6 TURBO
102,821 Miles

$34,995

2018 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT
1.5-L L-4 DOHC 16V
87,046 Miles

$19,995

2020 FORD FUSION
1.5-L L-4 DOHC 16V
51,236 Miles

$19,999

2020 FORD FUSION HYBRID
2.0-L L-4 DOHC 16V Hybrid
66,570 Miles

$21,995

2021 HYUNDAI SONATA

$20,995

2.5-L L-4 DOHC 16V
77,114 Miles


