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By UTAH TECH UNIVERSITY
ST. GEORGE, UT — 

Students at Utah Tech 
University demonstrat-
ed outstanding academ-
ic performance during 
the Fall 2023 semester, 
with nearly 10 percent 
earning President’s List 
recognition.

A total of 1,233 stu-
dents were included 
on the President’s List, 
reflecting their strong 
commitment to aca-
demics. To qualify, stu-
dents had to achieve a 
semester GPA of 3.9 and 
higher as well as com-
plete at least 15 credits.

Katelyn Jolley of 
La Porte City, IA, was 
among the 1,233 stu-
dents honored on the 

President’s List for the 
Fall 2023 semester.

“I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to all 
our dedicated students 
whose unwavering com-
mitment and hard work 
have resulted in their 
well-deserved place-
ment on the honor roll,” 
Dr. Michael Lacourse, 
provost and vice presi-
dent of academic affairs, 
said. “It is truly gratifying 
to witness our students 
seizing every opportu-
nity at Utah Tech and 
achieving excellence. 
Their accomplishments 
reflect the spirit of per-
severance and resilience 
that defines our educa-
tional community.”

Katelyn Jolley Recognized 
on Utah Tech University 

President’s List

By GRACELAND              
UNIVERSITY

LAMONI — The 
honor roll lists for 
Graceland Universi-
ty’s 2023 fall term have 
been announced, and 
Jacob Collett of Walford, 
IA, has been named to 

the President’s List.
Graceland University 

students with a perfect 
4.0 grade point average 
are named to the Presi-
dent’s List. Congratula-
tions, Jacob! Graceland 
commends you on your 
academic success.

Jacob Collett Named to 
Graceland University’s 

Fall 2023 President’s List

By LUTHER COLLEGE
DECORAH — Aspen 

Ahrenholz of Vinton 
made the Dean’s List 
at Luther College for 
the Fall 2023 semes-
ter. To be named to the 
Dean’s List, a student 
must earn a semester 

grade point average of 
3.5 or better on a 4.0 
scale.

Luther College’s Fall 
2023 Dean’s List in-
cludes 570 students; 
107 first-years, 106 
sophomores, 143 ju-
niors and 214 seniors.

Vinton Student Make
Luther College Dean’s List

By NORTHWESTERN 
COLLEGE

ORANGE CITY —Jes-
sica Schulmeister, a stu-
dent at Northwestern 
College in Orange City, 
Iowa, earned a spot on 
the Academic Dean’s 
List for the fall 2023 se-
mester. Schulmeister is a 
sophomore majoring in 
theatre from Urbana.

The Dean’s List is com-
prised of students who 

have achieved a semes-
ter grade point average 
of 3.50 or above while 
carrying a minimum of 
12 graded hours. This 
semester, 459 students 
qualified for the Dean’s 
List. Of them, 294 stu-
dents earned a GPA of 
3.75 or higher and are 
considered Collegiate 
Scholars, designated 
with an asterisk.

Urbana Student On 
Nwc Dean’s List

By MOUNT MERCY UNIVERSITY
CEDAR RAPIDS — 

The following student(s) 
graduated from Mount 
Mercy in December.

HOMETOWN, STATE; 
NAME, DEGREE, HON-
ORS (if listed)

Belle Plaine: Lilly Par-
rott, Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing, Summa Cum 
Laude

Keystone: Tonya 
Kramer, Bachelor of 

Science, Summa Cum 
Laude

Vinton: Chelsea Ket-
tler, Bachelor of Science, 
Cum Laude, and Kate-
lyn O’Brien, Bachelor of 
Science, Summa Cum 
Laude

Walford: Deanne 
Gibbs, Master of Science 
in Nursing, and Grace 
Kaufman, Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing, 
Summa Cum Laude

Mount Mercy University 
Congratulates December 

2023 Graduates

By IOWA LAKES           
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Local student Elijah 
Kaiser from Garrison 
made the Iowa Lakes 
Community College 
Honors list.

Iowa Lakes Commu-
nity College releases the 
Fall 2023 Honors Lists 
recognizing students 
who achieve the high-
est academic standards 

earning inclusion on the 
President’s List or Dean’s 
List. For the Fall 2023 
semester, 141 students 
earned President’s List, 
an honor achieved by 
those who recorded a 
“straight-A” or 4.0 GPA, 
and 263 students made 
the Dean’s List of stu-
dents who earned a 3.25 
GPA or higher for the se-
mester.

Iowa Lakes Community 
College Releases Fall 

2023 Honors Lists

By HAWKEYE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

WATERLOO–The fol-
lowing are Hawkeye 
Community College fall 
semester graduates and 
their programs of study.

Karoline Lindaman, 
Brandon, I; AA in Liber-
al Arts with Honors

Haylee Sparks, Dys-
art, IA; Early Childhood 
Education Diploma 
and Certificate; both 
High Honors

Curtis Brustkern, La 
Porte City, IA; AA in Lib-
eral Arts

Abigail Liddle, La 
Porte City, IA; AAS in 
Administrative Office 
Management

Christina Reeves, 
Shellsburg, IA; Diplo-
ma is Practical Nursing 
with Honors

Trisha Wiese, Vinton, 
IA; AAS in Associate De-
gree Nursing

Hawkeye Community 
College Announces 

December 2023 Graduates

By WARTBURG COLLEGE
WAVERLY — Wart-

burg College awarded 
diplomas to 58 students 
during its December 
Commencement on 

Sunday, Dec. 10.
Gavin Dooley, of Belle 

Plaine, graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in 
health & fitness studies.

Gavin Dooley graduates 
from Wartburg College

By OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF 
STATE

DES MOINES — State 
Auditor Rob Sand to-
day released a first-
of-its-kind report on 
statewide property tax 
levies. The report indi-
cates individuals and 
entities in wealthier ar-
eas carry a lower prop-
erty tax burden than 
those in less economi-
cally well-off places in 
Iowa.

“Finally, we have 
hard data showing 
that working and mid-
dle-class Iowans pay a 
higher property tax rate 
than wealthy Iowans — 
which doesn’t seem fair 
to me.”

said Sand. “This is 
important information, 
especially for policy-
makers, legislators, and 
state leaders consider-
ing changes to property 
tax formulas.”

The report calcu-
lates the regular over-
all property tax levy for 
every Iowan based on 
their unique tax district 
for 2024. It finds that 
the average Iowan will 
be assessed a regular 
levy of $35.10 per $1000 
in taxable land value in 
2024.

Geographically, some 
of the lowest overall 
levies are across North-
west and West-Central 
Iowa. Rates are com-
paratively higher in 

Central and Southern 
Iowa and most large 
and mid-sized cities. 
School district levies 
account for the largest 
share of overall proper-
ty tax rates followed by 
localities and counties, 
respectively.

“This report will help 
the average Iowan un-
derstand where their 
property tax dollars go 
and the large differ-
ences that exist among 
property tax rates in 
Iowa,” said Randy Bau-
er, Iowa State Budget 
Director under Gover-
nor Tom Vilsack. “I be-
lieve the findings in this 
report will help inform 
state and local elected 
officials of the need to 
develop policies that 
reduce the property tax 
burden and the dispro-
portionate impacts fac-
ing working-class Iowa 
families in many parts 
of the state.”

This is another in a 
series of reports to bet-
ter inform the public 
and local governments 
about the use of tax 
dollars to fund public 
services in Iowa as part 
of Auditor Sand’s Pub-
lic Innovation and Effi-
ciencies (PIE) program.

A copy of the com-
plete report can be 
found on the Auditor of 
State website.

State Auditor Rob Sand 
Releases First-Of-Its-

Kind Report On 
Statewide Property Taxes
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